Present and future contraception: does discovery of targets lead to new contraceptives?
Although many highly effective methods of reversible contraception are available, high rates of unintended pregnancy and abortion provide evidence that current methods do not meet the needs of all couples. In recent years, a number of highly specific targets have been identified in key pathways that regulate the development of male and female gametes. Support for development of novel approaches has moved from industry to governmental and foundation funders. Continued public funding will be needed to move promising leads into clinical trials.